
THE “CALL IN” PERIOD FOR THIS SET OF MINUTES ENDS AT 12 NOON ON 
TUESDAY 5 JULY, 2011.  MINUTE NOS. 6, 7, 11, 12 AND 13 ARE NOT 
SUBJECT TO “CALL-IN” 
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SEFTON EAST PARISHES AREA COMMITTEE 
 

MEETING HELD AT THE OLD ROAN METHODIST CHURCH, ALTWAY, 
AINTREE 

ON THURSDAY 23RD JUNE, 2011 
 

PRESENT: Councillor Howe  (in the Chair) 
Councillors Atkinson, Blackburn, Carr, Mainey and 
Robertson 

 Local Advisory Group Members: 
Parish Councillors Baldwin, Baker and McKeating 
and Town Councillor Byrne 
Inspector K. Booth and Sergeant J. Muldoon, 
Merseyside Police 
37 Members of the public 
  

 
 
1. APPOINTMENT OF CHAIR AND VICE CHAIR FOR THE 

MUNICIPAL YEAR 2011/12  
 
RESOLVED: That 
 
(1) Councillor Howe be appointed Chair of the Area Committee for 

2011/12; and 
 
(2) Councillor Blackburn be appointed Vice-Chair of the Area 

Committee for 2011/12. 
 
2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Fenton, Hubbard 
and McKinley and Parish Councillor M. Courtney, Lydiate Parish Council.    
 
3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
 
No declarations of interest were received. 
 
4. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING  
 
RESOLVED: 
 
That the Minutes of the meeting held on 17 March 2011, be confirmed as a 
correct record. 
 
5. POLICE ISSUES  
 
Inspector Kevin Booth presented his report that provided statistics for the 
Molyneux, Park and Sudell Wards and which indicated that overall, there 



SEFTON EAST PARISHES AREA COMMITTEE- THURSDAY 23RD 
JUNE, 2011 
 

2 

had been a 11% reduction in crime figures for the period April 2010 to April 
2011 compared to April 2009 to April 2010. 
 
The report also detailed the yearly crime patterns; the current 
neighbourhood run initiatives (Operations Copley II, PUSH II and Primula; 
and the following neighbourhood meetings: 
 
Have Your Say meetings: 
 

• Suddell and Park Wards – Thursday 23 June at 7.00 p.m. at 
Maghull Town Hall 

 

• Molyneux Ward – Thursday 30 June at 6.00 p.m. at Harrow Park 
 
Home Watch: 
 

• Sudell and Park Wards – Monday 27 June at 8.00 p.m. at Maghull 
Town Hall 

 

• Molyneux Ward – Thursday 7 July at 7.00 p.m. at Harrow Park 
 
The report concluded by detailing good news stories relating to the arrest 
of a youth for possession of a high-powered air rifle; Maghull and Deyes 
High Schools being joint winners of a competition run by the Sefton 
Council Safer Partnership Agencies; and the arrest of a prolific shoplifter in 
the Maghull area. 
 
Inspector Booth and Sergeant Muldoon also thanked the Area Committee 
for funding the purchase of Smartwater kits which had a proven record of 
reducing burglaries. 
 
Parish Councillor Baldwin asked for an update on the apprehension of 
offenders causing vandalism in Harrow Drive Park.  Inspector Booth 
advised that CCTV images were being investigated to identify the 
offenders; that he had suggested improvements to the Park to alleviate 
crimes being commited; and that children causing anti-social behaviour 
had been rounded up and returned to their home addresses. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
That Inspector Booth and Sergeant Muldoon be thanked for their 
attendance and presentation at the meeting. 
 
6. PUBLIC FORUM  
 
During the Public Forum the following questions/comments/petitions were 
submitted: 
 
(a) Mrs. S. Doyle urged the Committee to support the introduction of 

vehicle activated signs on Liverpool Road South.  This issue was 
the subject of a report on the agenda (see Minute No. 11). 
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 The Chair advised Mrs. Doyle that her comments would be taken 

into account upon consideration of the report. 
 
(b) A local resident complained about the vandalism and felling of 

mature trees on land adjacent to the canal bridge on Wango Lane. 
 
 Members advised the resident of the land ownership problems 

associated with this site and fly-tipping problems that occurred 
there. 

 
 Ms. J. Gowing, Head of  Planning advised that if the trees were not 

the subject of a Tree Preservation Order, then the Council had no 
control concerning their felling. 

 
7. SEFTON CORE STRATEGY OPTIONS  
 
The Committee received a presentation from Ms. J. Gowing, Head of 
Planning, Mr. S. Matthews, Local Planning Manager and Ms. I. Berry, 
Principal Planner from the Planning Service on the Sefton Core Strategy 
Options Consultation. 
 
The Committee was advised that the purpose of the presentation was to 
explain what the Options were and how they were derived; the implications 
for Sefton East Parishes of the draft Urban Greenspace Study and the 
draft Green Belt Study; and to provide Members and local residents with 
the opportunity to ask questions. 
 
The three Options identified for Sefton were: 
 
Option 1 – urban containment 
Option 2 – meeting needs 
Option 3 – stabilising Sefton’s population 
 
None of the options would result in population growth; options 1 and 2 
would result in population decline; and options 2 and 3 would require land 
to be released in the Green Belt.  The opportunities and risks for all 3 
options were also identified. 
 
With regard to the implications for the Sefton East Parishes Area, the draft 
Greenspace Study affected all options whilst the draft Green Belt Study 
only affected options 2 and 3. 
 
Consultation forms were circulated to attendees at the meeting and they 
were urged to submit responses before the 12 August 2011 deadline. 
 
The following comments were made by members of the public: 
 

• the consultation exercise was flawed; only selected houses in 
limited areas were chosen; much wider consultation was required. 
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Response – the advertisement/consultation process was explained and 
that the exercise had been undertaken following discussions with and 
approval from the Public Engagement and Consultation Manager.  It was 
acknowledged that whatever consultation was undertaken, there was 
always a perception that more could be done but that there had to be a 
balance between public engagement and available resources. 
 

• no environmental study had been undertaken and concerns were 
raised relating to the water table and flood risks.  Furthermore, the 
importation of soil to resolve flooding issues would generate 36,000 
lorry movements in the local area.  Increased car ownership from 
occupiers of new properties in the Oriel Drive area would potentially 
generate 800 additional vehicle movements per hour at peak 
periods in the locality. 

 
Response – these are draft studies and have therefore not yet been 
approved – the purpose of this consultation exercise is to determine which 
of the three options should be adopted.  Accordingly, individual sites had 
not yet been subjected to detailed investigation and this would not happen 
until an overarching decision had been taken.  Finally, the statutory 
planning process would have to be instigated and consideration would be 
given at this stage to issues such as environmental concerns, traffic and 
overlooking etc. 
 

• there were rumours that 500/600 dwellings would be built on the 
site adjacent to the M57. 

 
Response – this was the calculated figure as to how many dwellings the 
site could accommodate. 
 

• a comment was made about poor access arrangements to the site 
and the lack of local facilities to meet the demands of the additional 
residents; and that Bill Esterson MP was opposed to the building of 
dwellings on the green belt land adjacent to the M57. 

 

• landowners had not been consulted about the potential use of their 
land; need to support local farmers with grade 1 agricultural land; 
there should be a fourth option to regenerate urban areas and 
renovate vacant dwellings; and that new development would only 
create short-term jobs in the construction industry. 

 
Response – option 1 fits the suggested fourth option and the consultation 
questionnaire actively seeks the submission of alternative options; the 
Government had allocated a national sum of £100 million to renovate 
vacant dwellings but, given the number of vacant dwellings in Sefton, this 
sum could be spent solely in Sefton.  Finally, the renovation of properties 
does not count towards the dwellings targets identified in the Core 
Strategy.  
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• Housing Market Renewal Initiative failed to deliver its aims of 
regenerating brownfield sites so now attention has turned to 
pursuing Greenfield sites. 

 
Response – the former People’s site in Bootle was referred to earlier in the 
meeting as a brownfield site not being developed.  This site would require 
£12 million remediation costs and this sum made the development of the 
site prohibitive. 
 

• one of the graphs highlighted in the presentation depicted 
household growth yet there was lots of talk about population decline 
– this needs clarification. 

 
Response – with regards to population, people are living longer, more 
people are living on their own, family arrangements are changing and 
there was a demand for more land for housing as people aspire to have 
more personal space; in summary, fewer people are spread amongst more 
houses. 
 

• the green belt was previously protected but now it is no longer – 
could we force the Government into a u-turn? 

 
Response – the Council has been instructed by Government to identify 
land for development and this is the reason behind this process; the 
Council did propose to produce a shorter term strategy in order to carry 
out a Merseyside review of green belt before identifying land for 
development but this was rejected by Government. 
 
Members indicated that they had similar concerns to local residents 
regarding the protection of the green belt but that the consultation process 
had to be undertaken due to Governmental regulations.  Further 
consultation exercises would also be undertaken in the future. 
 
RESOLVED: That 
 
(1) residents be thanked for their interest and comments in relation to 

the Sefton Core Strategy Options; and 
 
(2) the Head of Planning be requested to take account of the views of 

residents at the meeting as part of the consultation process. 
 
 
 
8. AREA MANAGEMENT UPDATE  
 
The Committee considered the report of the Director of Corporate 
Commissioning giving an update on area management activities that had 
taken place in the Sefton East Parishes Wards since the last meeting. 
 
RESOLVED: That 
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(1) the Area Management Update report be noted; and 
 
(2) Members and local residents be requested to contact the 

Neighbourhoods Division with any area issues they may have. 
 
9. PARISH COUNCIL UPDATE  
 
Aintree; 
 
Parish Councillor Baldwin commended the Brewery Lane speed reduction 
scheme. 
 
Maghull; 
 
Town Councillor Byrne indicated that residents had great concerns about 
the speed and volume of traffic using Hall Lane up to the canal bridge.  
Town Councillor Byrne indicated that he would liaise with Mr. S. Johnston, 
Traffic Services on this matter. 
 
Melling; 
 
Parish Councillor Baker indicated that he was very pleased with the 
Spencers Lane traffic calming scheme. 
 
Sefton; 
 
Parish Councillor McKeating complained about the condition of the road 
surface at Little Brickwall Lane.  Mr. Johnston, SMBC Traffic Services Unit 
indicated that he would liaise with Capita Symonds on the matter. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
That the Parish Council Updates be noted. 
 
10. BUDGET MONITORING  
 
The Committee considered the report of the Director of Corporate 
Commissioning that indicated that the balance available for the allocation 
of the 2011/12 budget and progress to date on items previously agreed 
was as follows: 
 

 Balance 
b/f 

2011/12 
Budget 

2011/12 
Available 

2011/12 
Commitments 

Balance 
Available 

 £ £ £ £ £ 

      

Wards      

Molyneux -65.00 3,324.00 3,259.00 0.00 3,259.00 

Park 498.53 3,324.00 3,822.53 0.00 3,822.53 

Sudell 2,028.34 3,324.00 5,352.34 0.00 5,352.34 

      

Parish/Town      
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Councils 
Aintree 0.00 3,860.00 3,860.00 0.00 3,860.00 

Lydiate 0.00 3,610.00 3,610.00 0.00 3,610.00 

Maghull 3,215.00 12,035.00 15,250.00 0.00 15,250.00 

Melling 1,040.00 1,520.00 2,560.00 0.00 2,560.00 

Sefton 0.00 175.00 175.00 0.00 175.00 

SEPAC Total 6,716.87 31,172.00 37,888.87 0.00 37,888.87 

 
Molyneux Ward 

 2011/12 Commitments 
Date 

Approved 
Cost 

£ 
Action 
Status 

1     

   0.00  

 
Sudell Ward 

 2011/12 Commitments 
Date 

Approved 
Cost £ 

Action 
Status 

1     

    0.00  

 

Park Ward 

 2011/12 Commitments 
Date 

Approved 
Cost £ 

Action 
Status 

1     

   0.00  

 
Allocations made during 2010/11: 

 
Molyneux Ward 

 10/11 Commitments  
Date 

Approved 
Cost        
£ 

Progress 
to Date 

 Smartwater  17/03/11 152.33 Ongoing 

   
 

152.33 
 

 
Park Ward 

 10/11 Commitments  
Date 

Approved 
Cost         
£ 

Progress 
to Date 

 
3 x ‘No Parking on Grass Verge' signs 
Haigh Crescent 

17/03/11 
255.00 Ongoing 

 ‘No Flytipping' sign Meadway, Maghull 17/03/11 85.00 Ongoing 

 Smartwater 17/03/11 500.00 Ongoing 
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840.00 
 

 
 
Sudell Ward 

 10/11 Commitments  
Date 

Approved 
Cost         
£ 

Progress 
to Date 

 
Contribution towards installation of 3 
concrete bollard at the junction of Poverty 
Lane and Hall Lane 

17/03/11 181.00 Ongoing 

 Smartwater 17/03/11 500.00  

   
 

681.00 
 

 
Parish And Town Council Allocations 
 
Lydiate Parish Council 

 10/11 Commitments  
Date 

Approved 
Cost         
£ 

Progress 
to Date 

 
Contribution towards Playbuilder Scheme 
in Sandy Lane 

20/01/11 10,830.00 Ongoing 

   10,830.00  

 
Maghull Town Council 

 10/11 Commitments  
Date 

Approved 
Cost         
£ 

Progress 
to Date 

 
Contribution towards installation of 3 
concrete bollard at the junction of Poverty 
Lane and Hall Lane 

17/03/11 125.00 Ongoing 

   
 

125.00 
 

 
Melling Parish Council 

 10/11 Commitments  
Date 

Approved 
Cost         
£ 

Progress 
to Date 

 
Match funding with Melling Parish Council 
for costs associated with Melling in Bloom  

17/03/11 500.00 Ongoing 

   
 

500.00 
 

 
The report also set out the following options and sought a decision thereon 
for the allocation of the Area Committee’s devolved budget, namely: 
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(i) continue with the current arrangement of splitting the budget 80% 
for Parish and Town Councils and 20% for the SEPAC area split 
equally across the three Wards; 

 
(ii) consider a revised split between Ward and Parish/Town Council 

allocations; and 
 
(iii) split the budget equally across the three Wards removing 

Parish/Town Council allocations; and 
 
also sought a decision on the procedure for drawing down Area 
Committee funds. 
 
RESOLVED: That 
 
(1) the Ward budgets for 2011/12 be noted; 
 
(2) the progress to date on items previously agreed by the Area 
 Committee be noted; 
 
(3)      the remainder of the in principle contribution towards Smartwater in 
 Molyneux Ward be approved – approximately £355; 
 
(4) the following requests as circulated at the meeting be approved: 
 
 (i) an in principle allocation of £1112 from the Molyneux Ward 

budget towards the installation of bollards adjacent to Holy 
Rosary Primary School; and the remaining 50% contribution 
for the scheme to be met by the school; 

 
 (ii) an allocation of £380 from the Sudell Ward budget for a 

replacement litterbin at the canal entrance on Hall Lane; and 
 
 (iii) an allocation of £180 from the Sudell Ward budget for two 

street signs at Taylors Lane at its junction with Hall Lane; 
 
(5) consideration of the request for £850 from the Molyneux Ward 

budget as a contribution towards “Operation Collar” be deferred to a 
future meeting; 

 
(6) the new procedure for drawing down Area Committee funds as 

detailed in paragraph 3.3 of the report be approved; and 
 
(7) in respect of the Parish/Town Council allocations as referred to in 

paragraph 3.2 of the report, the following procedure be adopted: 
 
 (i) Area Committee funds to continue to be split 20% Ward 

Members and 80% Parished areas, but that the 80% for each 
Parish area to no longer be spent on items covered by double 
rating formula; 
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 (ii) Parish Councils to still be allowed to apply for funding for 
projects which are for the benefit of the wider community in 
their area on the present 50/50 split of funding; and 

 
 (iii) the funds allocated for each Parish area be spent in that area 

by the Area Committee if no projects are forthcoming from the 
Parish Council. 

 
11. LIVERPOOL ROAD SOUTH, MAGHULL - PROPOSED VEHICLE 

ACTUATED SIGNS  
 
The Committee considered the report of the Strategic Director – Place that 
sought views regarding the introduction of a number of Vehicle Actuated 
Signs (VAS) on Liverpool Road South, Maghull. 
 
The report detailed the accident record and vehicle speeds on the road; 
that an alternative to Police enforcement was the provision of VAS, that 
were triggered by approaching vehicles travelling faster than a pre-set 
trigger speed; and that it was not possible to fund the VAS from the Local 
Safety Scheme budgets. 
 
The report concluded that the cost for the provision of two VAS was £10, 
613; that Maghull Town Council had previously agreed to fund 50% of the 
scheme; and a decision was sought on whether the Area Committee 
would fund the remaining 50% of the cost from its devolved budget. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
That the introduction of the Vehicle Actuated Signs in Liverpool Road 
South be approved and the funding of £5307 be allocated from Maghull 
Town Council Area Committee funds and it be noted that the remaining 
50% cost would be funded by Maghull Town Council. 
 
12. TITHEBARN LANE, MELLING - PROPOSED 40 MPH SPEED 

LIMIT  
 
The Committee considered the report of the Strategic Director – Place that 
sought the introduction of a 40 mph speed limit on Tithebarn Lane, 
Melling. 
 
RESOLVED: That 
 
(1) the progression of a 40 mph speed limit on Tithebarn Lane between 

School Lane and Waddicar Lane, Melling, be approved; and 
 
(2) the Traffic Services Manager be authorised to undertake the 

necessary legal procedures, including those of public consultation 
and advertising the Council’s intention to implement the Order. 
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13. LYDIATE FOOTPATH NO. 18 - ORDER TO DIVERT THE PUBLIC 
FOOTPATH FOR THE PURPOSES OF ACCOMMODATING 
DEVELOPMENT  

 
The Committee considered the report of the Strategic Director – Place 
advising of an application made by Mr. Atherton of 90 Damfield Lane, 
Maghull, for the proposed diversion of the Public Footpath known as 
Lydiate No. 18 and seeking authorisation to make a Combined Public Path 
Order to divert the Footpath and to alter the Definitive Map and Statement 
of Public Rights of Way accordingly. 
 
The application had been made following the grant of planning permission 
S/2010/1359 for the conversion of a barn on Piling Lane, Lydiate; and a 
condition attached to the granting of that permission related to the 
Definitive Public Right of Way that currently ran adjacent to the barn. 
 
RESOLVED: That 
 
(1) the Head of Corporate Legal Services be authorised to make the 

second part of the Combined Order, to modify the Definitive Map 
and Statement of Public Rights of Way, in accordance with Section 
53A of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981, subsequent to the 
diversion of the Public Footpath known as Lydiate No. 18, as shown 
on drawing number DC0471 attached to the report; and 

 
(2) if the proposed Order is unopposed then the Head of Corporate 

Legal Services be authorised to confirm it as such. 
 
14. DATE OF NEXT MEETING  
 
In accordance with the agreed schedule of meetings for this Area 
Committee, the next meeting will be held on Thursday, 29 September 
2011, at Maghull Town Hall commencing at 6.30 pm. 
 
 


